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SUBJECT: ISRAELI PRESS ON SUCCESS OF VANCE VISIT 

1 . FOLLOWING IS FULL TEXT OF COMMENTARY BY PROF. 

A. PERLMUTTER WHICH APPEARED IN MAARIV AUGUST 26. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

3. THE COMMENTATORS WERE WRONG: THE VANCE TRIP WAS 
A SUCCESS. 

4. JOSEPH KRAFT HEADED HIS COLUMN, IN WHICH HE WROTE 
ABOUT SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS VANCE S FORTHCOMING TRIP 
TO THE M.E., WITH THE WORDS "MISSION IMPOSSIBLE". HE WAS 
JOINED IN HIS PREDICTIONS OF FAILURE BY THE MAJORITY 

OF JOURNALISTS. BUT THE FACT IS, THAT VANCE'S TRIP 
WAS NEITHER RISKY NOR WAS HIS MISSION "IMPOSSIBLE". 

THE MISTAKE MADE BY THE NEWSMEN IN THEIR ESTIMATES 
WAS THAT NONE OF THEM ASKED THEMSELVES THE BASIC QUESTION 
OF THE PURPOSE OV VANCE'S TRIP. THIS WRITER, TOO, ERRED 
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IN HIS ANNALYSIS OF THE EVENTS, OR IGNORED ELEMENTS HAVING 
A DIRECT BEARING ON UNDERSTANDING THEM- (AFTER ALL, 

THE LAST MAJOR SETTLEMENT ON THE M.E. WAS SIGNED BACK 
IN SEPTEMBER 1975). VANCE'S TRIP HAD TWO MAIN OBJECTIVES, 

AND BOTH THESE WERE FULLY ATTAINED. ONE-TO FLATTER 
THE "MODERATE” ARABS, WITH SAUDI ARABIA'S RULERS AT THEIR 
HEAD, AND THE SECOND - TO CREATE A WORLD PUBLIC OPINION 
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THAT WOULD REGARD ISRAEL (NOT THE ARABS*) AS AN ELEMENT 
LACKING FLEXIBILITY. THIS SECOND AIM WAS MEANT TO 
SABOTAGE BEGIN'S STRATEGY, WHICH IS DIRECTED AT BRINGING HOME 
TO THE WORLD THAT IT IS THE ARABS, AND NOT ISRAEL, WHO DO 
NOT WANT TO COMPORMISE. VANCE'S JOURNEY WAS NOT PROMPTED 
BY THE INTENTION OF CAUSING A CONFRONTATION WITH ISRAEL, 

BUT BY THE DESIRE TO UNDERMINE THE ASSUMPTIONS AT THE 
BASIS OF BEGIN'S POLICY, AND "CORRECT" THEM WITH THE 
HELP OF WORLD PUBLIC OPINION, ESPECIALLY OF U.S. PUBLIC 
OPINION. THUS THE VOYAGE PROVED A MAJOR SUCCESS. THE 
LEADING U.S. PAPERS EXTOLLED VANCE'S EFFORTS IN THERI 
EDITORIALS-HIS ENDEAVOURS TO FIND A WAY OF BRIDGING 
THE GAP CONCERNING THE QUESTIONS OF PLO REPRESENTATION 
AND PARTICIPATION, BY A MAJOR PROPAGANDA EFFORT DIRECTED 
AT CREATING THE FALSE IMPRESSION THAT THE PLO HAD CHANGED 
THEIR ATTITUDE ON RESOLUTION 242-AND THIS SO THAT 
ULTIMATELY IT WOULD BE 242 THAT CHANGED- AND IN A WAY SUITED 
TO THE PLO'S ENDS. 

5. THE PAPERS THAT SANG VANCE'S PRAISES INCLUDED THE 
"NEW YORK TIMES", "WASHINGTON POST", "HERALD TRIBUNE," 

ANT THE BRITISH "LONDON TIMES", "ECONOMIST", "OBSERVER" 

AND TO SOME EXTEND THE "DAILY TELEGRAPH ". THE WROTE 

IN THEIR EDITORIALS THAT VANCE HAD FOUND "FLEXIBILITY" IN 
THE ARAB TREND OF THROUGH. THEIR HEADLINES BLAZED WITH 
STATEMENTS TO THE EFFECT THA ISRAEL WAS NOT PREPARED TO 
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COMPROMISE. THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT THAT THESE HEADLINES 
AND THE GIST OF THE EDITORIALS WERE GUIDED BY A GROUP 
OF OFFICIALS OF THE M.E. SECTION OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT, 

AND A SIMILAR SUCH DEPARTMENT IN THE CIA, WITH WILLIAM 
QUANDT AT THEIR HEAD-FRINED AND ALLY OF HODDING CARTER, 

THE STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN. 

6. THE VANCE TRIP WAS NOT PLANNED TO LEAD TO ANY PROGRESS 
IN RECONVENING THE GENEVA CONFERENCE, BUT TO ADVANCE 
THE AMERICAN INTEREST IN SAUDI ARABIA AND CREATE SUITABLE 
CONDITIONS FOR AN AMERICAN-SAUDI ARABINA UNDERSTANDING 
WHICH ALREADY STRETCHES FORM THE RED SEA, SOMALIA, 

EGYPT AND SUDAN TO THE MIDDLE EAST. 

7. THE SHORT-TERM TACTICS REGARDING THE VANCE TRIP WAS 
A SHORT-TERM SUCCESS FOR THE U.S. ..THE LATTER SUCCEEDED 
IN CALMING THE SAUDIS, AND NURTURING THE HOPE THAT 
BEGIN WILL CHANGE HIS STAND AND ACCEPT THE U.S.(SO FAR 
VERBAL) AMENDMENT OF 242. THUS THE U.S. WILL NOT BE 
OBLIGATED, AT THE COMING SESSION OF THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL, TO VOTE AGAINST ANY PRO-ARAB MOTION (AS THEY 
DID DURING NIXON’S AND FORD'S TIME.) 
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8. VANCE'S TRIP ALSO MANAGED TO EMPTY THE U.S.-ISRAEL MEMORANDUM 
OF UNDERSTANDING OF ANY CONTENT, WHERE U.S. RELATIONS VIS-A-VIS 
THE PLO ARE CONCERNED. FROM THIS RESPECT MR. VANCE'S 
JOURNEY WAS A LIMITED- YET EXTREMELY IMPORTANT- 
SUCCESS. 

LEWIS 
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